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NEW BRAINTREE ~— Vot- 
ers in New Braintree had to 
wait a little over 15 minutes to 
reach a quorum. 

Moderator Jeffrey How- 
land delayed the Annual Town 
Meeting Monday night as the 
group was four shy of the 50 
voter quorum. 

Voters approved the first 
two routine articles: to accept 
the results of the Annual Town 
Election held June 13 and to 
choose all town officers not 
elect by ballot or appointed, 
which included measurer of 
lumber, regional ACO and ex- 


CURRENT 
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tension service representative. 
At the request of the board 
of selectmen, voters passed 
over article 3 to hear reports 
of the several town officers and 
committees as there was a lack 
of reports due to COVID-19. 
Voters approved a budget of 
$2,428.864, Article 4, by voting 
section by section. The town 
approved a school assessment 
that included $60,028 for Path- 
finder Vocational, $1,313,432 
for Quabbin Regional, $10,206 
QRSD_ debt and interest, 
$57,300 for out of district tui- 
tion and $15,000 for out of dis- 
trict transportation. Other large 
expenditures were: $298,000 for 
highway expense, $256,829 for 
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protection of persons/property, 
$161,178 general government. 
Article 5 at $57,305 fixed the 
salaries and compensation of 
all elected officers of the town 
as provided by Section 108 of 
Chapter 41 of Massachusetts 
General Law. Voters approved 
Articles 6 through 9, all routine 
articles on the warrant. In Arti- 
cle 6, the voters authorized the 
Board of Assessors to appoint 
one or more of their member- 
ship to work for compensation 
and to establish an hourly rate 
to be paid from an Assessors’ 
Payroll Account. The hourly 
rates were $20 for the clerk and 
$15 for the assessor’s assistant. 
Voters also authorized the trea- 
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Mark Minnucci and Grace Brinn, a Speech and Language Pathologist assistant in North Brookfield, demonstrate how the new 
shields will be used. This collaborative community effort represents “service above self” in the purest Rotary tradition. Minnuc- 
ci is a Brookfields Rotary Club member and is leading the drive to protect local school districts with donated Plexiglas shields. 


Brookfields Rotary seeks help providing 
table shields to local schools 


Brookfields Rotarian Mark 
Minnucci is spearheading an 
effort to provide protective 
plexiglass shields to the North 
Brookfield Schools, where 
Minnucci is the Director of 
Student Services. Using a de- 
sign found on Google and 
modified in his own work- 
shop, he reached out to local 
businesses and his Rotary 
club. Brookfields Rotary and 
its community partners now 
have collaborated to create 
dozens of table shields for the 


upcoming school year. School 
will resume in the district us- 


Brookfield, generously pitched 
in with 16 additional shields. 


ing a hybrid model this week. 

Working with its non-profit 
partner, Angels Answer Inc, 
Rotary is coordinating this 
effort as part of its on-going 
commitment to school PPE, 
which began in July with its 
distribution of thousands of 
protective facemasks. The 
club already has donated $200 
to cover the cost of 15 shields, 
and its community partner, 
Country Auto Body in North 


These grass roots contribu- 
tions will save the school dis- 
trict hundreds of dollars and 
provide the students and staff 
with added protection while 
they deliver vital services. 
Brookfields Rotary is seek- 
ing donations to make more 
table shields and expand the 
program to the other two 
school districts in its service 


Please see ROTARY, page 5 


UABOAG 





Editorial/Opinion a 


10 


surer with the approval of the 
Board of Selectmen to borrow 
money from time to time in an- 
ticipation of revenue for fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2020. 
Article 8 authorized the 
Library Board of Trustees to 
retain all monies received for 
the twelve-month period begin- 
ning Julyl, 2020 by the Town 
Treasurer under Chapter 78 of 
M.G.L. (State Aide to Librar- 
ies) and any other unexpected 
source to be held over and car- 
ried forward for the general use 
of the Library. Article 9 pursu- 
ant to M.G.L. C.44, §54E1/2, 
put spending limits for the Re- 
volving Funds. Spending limits 
included: $2,000 Conservation 
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Voters gave nod to all but one warrant articie 


Commission, $5,000 Parks 
and Recreation Commission, 
$25,000 inspection — services, 
$10,000 Board of Health, 
$5,000 Town Hall Committee, 
$5,000 Deputy Tax Collector, 
$5,000 Animal Control Officer 
and $7,500 Planning Board. 
Voters approved the final 
article for a conservation re- 
striction on 77 acres of land on 
West Brookfield Road owned 
by Joan R. Walker and Randall 
P. Walker. Cynthia Henshaw 
of East Quabbin Land Trust 
said normally a conservation 
restriction was handled by the 
Board of Selectmen and Con- 


Please see WARRANT, page 3 


Superintendent updates 
committee on opening 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Superintendent 
Sheila Muir gave an update 
on the opening of school to 
the Quabbin Regional School 
District Committee last Thurs- 
day. Supt. Muir said, “[School] 
opening went well, but wasin- 
credibly challenging.” 

She said she was proud 
of the team. Some of the 
NJROTC Cadets rode on the 
elementary school buses for the 
first three days of school to help 
children find their seats and re- 
mind them to wear masks and 
sanitize their hands. 

She said Jessica Bennett, 
executive secretary, acted as 
“command central.” Stacy 
Skerry, transportation coordi- 
nator, had bus schedule chal- 
lenges with every change. She 
also thanked plants and facili- 
ties, the school nurses and food 
service. She said her office re- 
ceived numerous emails from 
parents and community mem- 
bers thanking the district. 

Several members of the 
school team discussed various 
issues involving school reopen- 
ing. Oakham/New Braintree 
principal, Patricia Worthing- 
ton, said arrival and dismissal 
went well and was improving 
daily. She said police officers 
helped with the arrival and dis- 
missal. 

Worthington said specials 
this year were 30 minutes long 
and held outside weather per- 
mitting. They would be held 
inside during inclement weath- 
er. She said 88% of Oakham 
and New Braintree students 
are participating in face-to-face 


learning. 

Hubbardston Center School 
principal, Jill Peterson, said 
children were happy to be back 
in school and it was a huge 
benefit to children. She said 
children adjusted beautiful- 
ly and she had no behavioral 
problems or all students wore 
masks. 

Christopher Carlson, 
co-principal at Ruggles Lane 
School, said second through 
fifth grade students ate outside 
weather permitting. Kuinder- 
garten and first grade students 
ate in the cafeteria and go out- 
side later. Carlson said students 
were good about maintaining 
social distance during mask 
breaks. 

Hardwick Elementary 
School principal, Shelly St. 
George, said before school 
started she was nervous how it 
would work out. She said it was 
a positive start and teachers re- 
viewed protocols with students 
at the start of school such as 
mask breaks and distance and 
direction marks in the hallways. 

Gregory Devine, principal 
of Quabbin Regional Middle 
High School, said it was an in- 
teresting opening and he “nev- 
er had something so complex.” 
He said students would “start 
in earnest next week.” Devine 
said, “This is really a team ef- 
fort and a lot of places are not 
doing what we are doing.” 

Adam Couturier said he got 
a lot of calls from parents and 
grandparents regarding remote 
learning. He said it was a huge 
learning curve for educators, 
principals, students and fam- 


Please see SCHOOL, page 6 
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Apple Country Fair cancelled, quilt raffle will be held 
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The 42nd Apple Country Fair, which was originally scheduled for Oct. 10 has been cancelled. People may still 
buy raffle tickets for the quilt for just $5.They may buy quilt raffle tickets online at www.applecountryfair.com. 
If they are uncomfortable buying tickets online, they can see any of the Brookfield Community Club board 
members to purchase tickets. They can also call Lois O’Leary at the Town Hall to make an appointment to stop 
in and see her at 508-867-2930, extension 24. Drawing will be held live on the Apple Country Fair Facebook 
page, Oct. 10 at 4 p.m. Next year’s fair will be Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021 on the Brookfield Common. 





STCC marks 15th anniversary of the 
Diversity Series with fall lineup 


SPRINGFIELD — Celebrating its 
15th anniversary, the Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College fall Diver- 
sity Series kicks off Sept. 21, at 12:15 
p.m. with a talk by writer, activist and 
comedian Baratunde Thurston. 

Thurston, an Emmy-nominated 
host who has worked for The Onion, 
produced for The Daily Show, advised 
for the Obama White House and wrote 
the New York Times bestseller “How 
To Be Black,” will speak to STCC stu- 
dents and the community through a 
Zoom webinar. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
all Diversity Series events will be pre- 
sented as Zoom webinars. For infor- 
mation about how to join the webi- 
nars, visit stcc.edu/diversity. All events 
are free and open to the public. 

“We're excited to celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Diversity Series,” 
said Vonetta Lightfoot, multicultural 
affairs operations manager at STCC. 
“In this most unusual year, we have 
put together a terrific lineup while also 
taking steps to ensure everyone’s safe- 
ty. While the performances and pre- 
sentations won't be on campus in front 
of a live audience, I feel confident that 
our students and the community will 
be inspired and engaged.” 

“Over the past 15 years, we have 
brought a range of talented speakers 
and performers to STCC,” she said. 
“For so many students and people in 


our community, the Diversity Series 
is an eye-opening and powerful expe- 
rience. They might otherwise never 
have an opportunity to see some of the 
speakers and performers.” 

The series began in fall 2006 under 
the direction of Lightfoot’s mother, 
Myra D. Smith. The series has drawn 
well-known speakers such as Michael 
Eric Dyson, a professor, minister and 
political commentator, Ruth E. Carter, 
an Academy Award winning costume 
designer for film and television, Nich- 
olas Kristof, New York Times writer 
and winner of two Pulitzer Prizes, and 
many more notable personalities. 

The following speakers are sched- 
uled for fall 2020: 

- Sept. 21, 12:15 p.m., Baratunde 
Thurston, writer, activist and comedi- 
an. 

- Sept. 24, noon, Jose Gonzalez 
and Banda Criolla, a Latinx virtual 
celebration. This musical event will be 
pre-recorded. 

‘Oct. 5, 2 p.m., Lawrence Ross, au- 
thor of “The Divine Nine: The Histo- 
ry of African American Fraternities 
and Sororities,” a Los Angeles Times 
best seller, and “Blackballed: The 
Black and White Politics of Race on 
America’s Campuses.” 

- Oct. 16, 2 p.m., Denice Frohman, 
poet, educator and performer from 


Please see STCC, page 9 


The CDC estimates that, on average, alcohol is a factor in the deaths of 4,358 young people under 21 each year. 
You can do a lot to help yourself and others by encouraging your peers to make healthy choices and by NEVER supplying alcohol or drugs for others. 


Teenagers look up to adults, 


be worthy of that admiration 
and keep alcohol away 
from underage teens! 





Eight basic tips to help you 
get the conversation started: 


TATA A@] a ho UyA We) gefsoy-1a- Jal ty elas (cali lelay) 





Safer Teen Driving in the Quaboag Hills 





TAN AC LEI U-Welge 









TOWNS SERVED BY THE QUAE 


rre Belchertown Brimfield Broc 


| 7 4 Ps | 
New Braintree North Brookfiel 





= aT ae > , 


ek. 





Teens whose caring adults talk to them often 
about substance use are less likely to use drugs 
or drink alcohol. Please remember, there is help! 














HCC fall session Il 
Classes start Sept. 28 


HOLYOKE -— For those who missed the tradi- 
tional early September starting date for fall classes 
or may have needed more time to decide, Holy- 
oke Community College has a second session of 
full-credit classes beginning Monday, Sept. 28. 

HCC introduced two “Flexible Fall” start dates 
this year to accommodate people as they adjust to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic: Monday, Sept. 
28 and Wednesday, Oct. 28. 

Sept. 28 start classes run for 12 weeks. Oct. 28 
start classes run for seven. All fall courses will con- 
clude by Dec. 16, 2020. 

The accelerated “Flexible Fall” courses are be- 
ing offered in accounting, anthropology, biology, 
business administration, career readiness, commu- 
nication, education, economics, English, health, 
math, psychology, sociology and sustainability. 

All HCC classes this fall are being offered in 
one of three formats: online, blended remote, and 
blended face-to-face. 

Online courses follow a traditional, asynchro- 
nous online model with coursework deadlines es- 
tablished by instructors. 

Blended remote courses have both asynchro- 
nous online components combined with real-time 
class meetings via video conference platforms such 
as Zoom. 

Blended face-to-face combines blended remote 
with some in-person instruction on campus. 

For more information or to enroll, people may 
visit hec.edu/fall, call 413-552-2321 or send an 
email to admissions@hcc.edu. 


WARRANT from page 1 


servation Commission. To avoid an appearance of 
a conflict of interest because two of the selectmen, 
Randall Walker, was an owner with Joan Walker 
and C. William Howland, an abutter to the parcel, 
the article went to a town meeting vote. 

Following the conducting of town business, the 
moderator entertained announcements before ad- 
journment of the meeting. Martin Goulet said he 
was recently appointed as the town’s representative 
to Pathfinder Regional Vocational School Com- 
mittee. He said he was a write-in candidate for the 
position on the Nov. 3 election and asked voters 
to write-in his name on the ballot. There was an 
update on Internet service for the town through 
Charter/Spectrum. The process should take about 
two years. Pole survey was completed. Now, the ca- 
ble company needed to obtain rights to install its 
fiber optics on the poles. An assessor said the town 
hired an outside company to inspect houses. Due 
to COVID-19, he would be only taking photos. She 
said he registered with the town police, had a sign 
on his car and would be doing the photograph- 
ing within the next two months. A member of the 
Council on Aging said senior activities would be 
starting slowly and included Tai Chi classes and 
drive thru lunches. 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- community - 


PAGE 3 


Eastern States Exposition to hold food to go drive thru 


SPRINGFIELD —- Authentic 
Big E food favorites will again be 
made available to fair fans from 
throughout the region at The Big 
E Food-To-Go Drive Thru, spon- 
sored by Westfield Bank, Sept. 22- 
27; Sept. 29-Oct. 4; Oct. 6-11; Oct. 
13-18. Hours of operation are: 
Tuesdy to Thursday from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; Friday from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

After social media comments 
and suggestions to bring back this 
opportunity, ESE created a more 
“user friendly” drive thru that in- 
cludes tickets and timed entry res- 
ervations. All vendors are the same 
folks our fair patrons return each 
year to see and count on to pro- 
vide top quality, innovative, fun, 
authentic fair foods they developed 
specifically for The Big E. Each 
week, Tuesday through Sunday, the 
Drive Thru will feature three dif- 
ferent vendors who will bring their 
iconic Big E foods to the grounds. 

There is a $5 per vehicle entry 
fee and reservations for a specif- 
ic time slot must be made online 
in advance. Guests may secure as 
many time slots as they wish per 
week at $5 per vehicle reservation. 


Food purchases are not included 
in the vehicle entry fee. During the 
week of Sept. 22-27, a special offer 
will be made available to purchase 
discounted tickets to the 2021 Big 
E. Each week will bring a different 
special offer and will be announced 
on social media. 

The time slot process will reduce 
traffic and provide shorter wait 
times for guests. The safety of pa- 
trons is of the utmost importance 
and local and state COVID-19 
guidelines are being strictly en- 
forced for visitors, employees and 
vendors while on the grounds. 

“We were overwhelmed with 
the support we received during our 
first food drive thru. It’s clear The 
Big E will be missed, and this 1s 
our way of creating a safe, socially 
distant opportunity to present the 
genuine foods people have come to 
know and love, and continue to cre- 
ate memories for our guests,’ ESE 
President and CEO, Gene Cassidy, 
said. “This 1s the real thing.” 

A maximum of fifty cars per 
hour within two-hour time slots 
will be registered each day. All time 
slot selections are final and are as 
follows: Tuesday to Thursday: 
lla.m. to | p.m., 1-3 p.m., 3-5 


p.m. and 5-7 p.m.; Fridays: 10 
a.m. to noon, noon-2 p.m., 2-4 
p.m, 4-6 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays: 9 to 11 
a.m., l[la.m. to | p.m., 1-3 p.m., 
3-5 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. 

Guests may arrive any time 
during their time slot, but no more 
than 30 minutes before their reser- 
vation. 

The Drive Thru is open to stan- 
dard passenger vehicles only. Pe- 
destrians, bikes, motorcycles, bus- 
ses, RVs, limousines, commercial 
passenger vans, oversized vehicles 
and trailers are not permitted. 

All vehicles will follow a one- 
way route through the fairgrounds 
passing by each vendor. A bypass 
lane is available along the route. 
Restrooms will not be open. There 
will be limited public portable to1- 
lets available. 

Guests will be asked to remain 
in their vehicles at all times and 
wear face masks or coverings when 
ordering and accepting food. Ven- 
dors will work quickly to take or- 
ders, process cash and credit card 
payments and deliver food to the 
vehicles. More information and 
tickets are available at www.The- 
BigE.com 


senator Gobi attends second meeting 


of Agritourism Commission 


BOSTON- Senator Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer) attended the second 
meeting of the Massachusetts Ag- 
ricultural Tourism Study Commis- 
sion yesterday, which was estab- 
lished under a 2018 law to study 
opportunities that support, expand 
and enhance agricultural tourism 
in the commonwealth. 

Sen. Gobi has served as Senate 
Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resourc- 
es and Agriculture for the last six 
years, a position she also held for 
four years while serving in the 
House. 

She said on the commission and 
the potential for more growth in 
this area, “It is an honor to serve 
on this commission and to ex- 
plore additional ways we can as- 
sist and generate revenue for our 
local farms and businesses. With 
more people staying close to home 
they are discovering the wonder- 
ful products and experiences our 
farms and farmers provide. Now, 
more than ever, we must do all we 


Back Roads Studio Tour set for Oct. 3 and 4 


REGION — The Back Roads Studio 
Tour will have a different look this year 
due to Covid-19. It will be held the 
first weekend of October, Oct. 3 and 4, 
weather permitting. 

Most of the artists are choosing to 
do an outside “curb side” tour at their 
homes. This is a chance to support lo- 
cal artists during trying times. The tour 
will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both 
days, in the towns of Barre, New Brain- 
tree, Spencer, North Brookfield and 
West Brookfield. Masks are a must as 
well as social distancing. The following 
artists will participate: Sue Morello of 


Sheldon Farm Baskets (hand crafted 
baskets), Bonnie Waterhouse of Deer 
Run Studio 
Lou Meyerdierks 
tives (wool applique, 
of Palmer Design Group (hand craft- 
ed wood furniture), David Thompson 
hand crafted wood products, Frank 
White of Hollowood (carved wooden 
bowls and vessels) and Jeremy Koko- 
cinski of Hillside Ironworks (orna- 
mental iron work). People may visit the 
website at www.backroadsstudiotour. 
org for a description of participating 
artists and the studios map. 


(hand crafted jewelry) 
of Pieceful Primi- 
Jeffrey Palmer 
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can to support existing agritourism 
and assist in expanding it.” 
Agritourism is defined as a 
form of commercial enterprise 
that links agricultural products 
and/or processing with tourism 
to attract visitors onto a farm or 
other agricultural businesses, ed- 
ucating and entertaining visitors 
while generating additional income 
for the farm and business own- 
er. In Massachusetts, agritourism 
encompasses many activities and 
programming for a wide consumer 
audience including Pick Your Own 
(PYO) operations, petting zoos, 
hay rides, corn mazes, farm stands, 
retail stores with local produce and 
ready-made value added items for 
sale, hosting farm-to-table meals, 
weddings and birthday parties, 
field trips and farm stays similar 
to a bed and breakfast. Popular 
events in central Massachusetts 
include the Asparagus Festival in 
West Brookfield and Hadley and 
the Garlic Festival in Orange. 
There are 240 farms partici- 
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pating in agritourism in the Com- 
monwealth, creating $13,476,000 
in income for Mass. residents and 
businesses. While Massachusetts is 
currently ranked 8th in the coun- 
try for agritourism value per farm, 
at an average income of $56,150, 
the number of farms participating 
has decreased by nearly 17% since 
2012. Chaired by Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Re- 
sources Commissioner John Leb- 
eaux, the commission will conduct 
a thorough review of the state and 
municipal laws and regulations rel- 
ative to agricultural zoning, as well 
as the policies and grant programs 
offered by the department of agri- 
cultural resources. They will also 
examine national best practices to 
implement agricultural tourism. 

For more information on the 
agrritourism in the Common- 
wealth, people may visit https:// 
www.mass.gov/service-details/agri- 
tourism-farms. 
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editorial 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 

Can | help my friend 
with his Social 
Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am trying to help a good 
friend of mine who lives in Indiana and is 
80-years-old. I am very concerned as he’s 
not now collecting Social Security for some 
reason, and I have no idea why. Is there any 
reason that you know of that would keep 
him from getting his benefits? Is there maybe 
something he might have done to keep him 
from getting his money? He worked his whole 
life, is a retired electrician and was a long-time 
member of the Electricians’ Union. ’'m not 
sure if he knows how to apply for his benefits, 
but he’s having a hard time making ends meet 
and could definitely use the extra money. He 
told me that an organization has offered to 
help him, but it will cost $7,500 and there is 
no guarantee they can get it for him. He can’t 
afford to pay that kind of money only to be 
told there is nothing they can do for him. ’m 
hoping you can give me some insight. Signed: 
Faithful Friend 

Dear Faithful Friend: If your friend has, 
as you say, worked and contributed to Social 
Security via FICA payroll taxes all his life, 
then he should be eligible to collect Social 
Security benefits. It only takes 40 quarters of 
credit (about 10 years of earnings) to be eli- 
gible for SS, so he should certainly be eligible 
if he paid SS FICA taxes for enough years. 

Are there reasons why he might not be col- 
lecting? Sure, but they’re not common, and 
here are a few: 

¢ Indiana is one of 26 states where some 
state employees don’t participate in the fed- 
eral Social Security program. If your friend 
was a State employee for his whole life he may 
not have contributed to Social Security, so he 
may not have the requisite 40 credits needed 
to collect Social Security. 

¢ Social Security benefits are generally 
exempt from garnishing, except for certain 
types of situations. Any U.S. government 
agency (such as the IRS if he owes back tax- 
es) can garnish his benefits if he owes them 
money. His benefits can also be garnished for 
unpaid alimony or child support. But usual- 
ly such garnishment means only reducing his 
Social Security benefit, not completely elim- 
inating it. 

¢ If he were collecting Social Security at 
one time, but Social Security later found 
that he had been overpaid for any reason, 
they could withhold his benefits until they 
recovered the overpayment. Sometimes, 
the actions of someone else (e.g., a former 
spouse) can cause him to be liable for an 
overpayment, but Social Security would have 
sent him a letter informing him of the over- 
payment and giving him an opportunity to 
appeal it. In any case, Social Security would 
only withhold benefits until the overpayment 
was fully recovered. 

¢ Social Security benefits are not auto- 
matically awarded. If your friend simply 


Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 6 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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OLD JUSTICES 
NEVER DIE... 
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Celebrating the birthday of a local 
legend, Johnny Appleseed 


I have numerous old files from my days 
at Old Sturbridge Village. Occasionally Pll 
take a peek at some of the things 
I’ve saved. This time I was looking 
for a few tidbits on heirloom apple 
varieties, perhaps something that 
would work its way into a good 
column. It is the peak of apple sea- 
son, you know. Instead I found a 
love story, and while this character 
isn’t known for romance, per se, 
it sure makes for a good starting 
paragraph. 

We all have heard of John- 
ny Appleseed. I’m not sure if we 
learned about him in school or if he is one 
of those legends that mysteriously becomes 
etched in our brains. In my mind’s eye he is 
a ragamuffin of sorts, skipping to and fro 
across the country scattering apple seeds. 
I imagine how, in no time at all, the apple 
trees grew to be in full bloom along the cart 
paths, welcoming settlers as they made their 
way west. End of story. But who was Johnny 
Appleseed, and what sent him on a lifelong 
mission to blanket the Midwest in apple 
blossoms? 

The man we call Johnny Appleseed was 
born here in Massachusetts in the town of 
Leominster on Sept. 26, 1774. He is the only 
person awarded ‘folk hero’ status here 1n our 
state. His given name was John Chapman. It 
is likely that John and his older sister, Eliz- 
abeth, grew up in the care of relatives after 
his mother’s death from tuberculosis in 1776. 
His father was a Minuteman who fought at 
Concord and later a Revolutionary soldier in 
the Continental Army. Some accounts have 
John heading West as early as the age of 18, 
other stories claim him to be about 26 years 
old. 

Johnny was a practical nurseryman, more 
skilled and calculated than my interpretation 
of him. He was also a good businessman 
and had a strong Christian faith. Together, 
these attributes wove John Chapman into 
a folk hero we know and love. With apple 
seeds from the cider mills in Pennsylvania in 
hand, Johnny cleared the woods to set up ap- 
ple tree nurseries throughout the Midwest. A 
smart move, considering the law made new 
settlers plant 50 apple trees on their prop- 
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erty during the first year of homesteading. 
He took payment for the trees he sold in 
whatever form was available (or 
not), whether it be in currency, old 
clothes or even food. 

Johnny lived in harmony with 
nature without ever having a per- 
manent place to call home. In his 
travels he befriended Native Amer- 
icans, white settlers and animals, 
all the while preaching and living 
his religion peacefully. Reportedly, 
he knew many Native American 
languages well enough to converse, 
and had compassion for both his 
own and Native American cultures. Some 
stories make him out to be an herbal heal- 
er, as well as a greeter of new settlers with a 
variety of medicinal plants in hand. Fennel 
even became known as ‘Johnny weed.’ It be- 
comes more apparent with each additional 
piece if research I find that Johnny’s lifework 
was to be of service to others; at the same 
time he planted apple trees. Johnny Apple- 
seed died at age 70 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
A monument marks his gravesite. 

So what about the love story? From all ac- 
counts Johnny Appleseed traveled alone. A 
yellowed newspaper article stashed away in 
my file may give hope that Johnny’s journey 
didn’t start out that way. The story goes that 
John Chapman was to be married to Sar- 
ah Crawford. Instead, the day set aside for 
their wedding became the day of her funer- 
al. She was buried in her wedding gown. A 
bouquet of apple blossoms was to have been 
her bouquet. Johnny, overcome with grief, 
decided to go forth and make a monument 
for his beloved; he would blanket the land in 
her favorite flower. Fact or fiction, I can’t be 
sure. Perhaps it is another writer’s attempt to 
put a fairy tale beginning on a legendary life. 
The romantic in me hopes it to be true! 

Roberta’ McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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STURBRIDGE — Old Stur- 
bridge Village 1s deepening its 
focus on its mission and visi- 
tor-driven experience to pro- 
vide meaning, relevance and 
inspiration to all through the 
active exploration of history, 
as it announces new hours and 
operational changes taking 
place throughout the month of 
September. Amidst the mayor 
updates, the village will operate 
on a new fall schedule, unveil 
new seasonal programming and 
promotions, close its lodging 
and suspend all event and ban- 
quet operations, due to the on- 
going regulations around the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Starting this week, Old Stur- 
bridge Village will be operat- 
ing under a new schedule, open 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
during the Columbus Day holi- 
day on Monday, Oct. 12. In late 
October and November, the vil- 
lage will close an hour earlier at 
4 p.m. 

“Leaning into the weekends 
and holidays in the fall will align 
to visitor trends we saw over the 


Federated church to 
host pumpkin patch 


STURBRIDGE — The 


ends 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Pumpkins and gourds will be for sale. Proceeds will 
benefit various local and regional charities as well as 
the Navajo Indian Reservation. Special events at the 
pumpkin patch include pumpkin carving demon- 
strations, cooking with pumpkins, photos with the 
scare crow and corn hole games. Wearing masks and 
social distancing will be required of anyone visiting 
the pumpkin patch. For more information about the 
pumpkin patch, people may contact the church office 
at 774-304-1021 or at www.sturfed.org. 


Sophia Doros makes 
dean’s list at GSU 


STATESBORO, GA — Georgia Southern Univer- 
sity recently recognized approximately 4,200 students 
on the spring 2020 dean’s list. Sophia Doros of Stur- 
bridge has been named to the list for excellence in 
academics. To be eligible for the dean’s list, a student 
must have at least a 3.5 grade point average and carry 
a minimum of 12 hours for the semester. 


Sturbridge Federated 
Church, 8 Maple St., will hold its third annual pump- 
kin patch Saturday, Sept. 26 to Saturday, Oct. 31. 
Hours are weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and week- 
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OSV announces fall schedule 


summer and will allow us to put 
our best foot forward every day 
that we are open,” says Jim Do- 
nahue, president and CEO of 
Old Sturbridge Village. 

These new hours will allow 
the village to plan and deliver 
impactful programming, demon- 
strations and historic interpreta- 
tion to visitors of all ages includ- 
ing exciting plans in the works 
for harvest season, Halloween 
and Christmas. 

“The restrictions of 
COVID-19 mean we are un- 
able to host the Sleepy Hollow 
Experience at the village this 
October,” says Donahue. “Fear 
not, though - we are working on 
some Halloween ideas that we 
plan to bring to life in October 
that will provide a safe and fun 
experience for everyone. We are 
also working on the details for 
an amazing holiday program in 
December. We know that almost 
25,000 people visited the Village 
last Christmas as part of their 
family’s holiday tradition and 
we want you to be able to enjoy 
Christmastime with us again.” 


vision to provide a robust and 
impactful experience moving 
forward, OSV has also extend- 
ed its “Kids Free” promotion 
through Saturday, Nov. 28. Un- 
der the promotion, up to three 
children age 17 and under can 
visit the village for free when ac- 
companied by an adult paying 
full standard daytime admis- 
sion rates. The promotion will 
help families discover a fun and 
immersive historical experience 
during the fall, when many chil- 
dren will continue learning in a 
remote schooling environment. 
Among the other changes at 
the village comes the temporary 
closure of its banquet division. 
The banquet division of Old 
Sturbridge Village 1s responsible 
for the booking, planning, ca- 
tering and overall logistics of all 
meetings, special events and wed- 
ding functions that take place at 
OSV. Under current state guide- 
lines, the division has not been 
able to resume normal opera- 
tions or host events in 2020. To- 
date, the division has proactively 
refunded all deposits from events 


On-site accommodations at 
the historic Oliver Wight House 
and at the Reeder Family Lodg- 
es have also been suspended tem- 
porarily. 

“These tough decisions allow 
us to refocus and concentrate 
our efforts on the core mission 
of Old Sturbridge Village - pre- 
serving history and telling our 
story,’ says Donahue. “Old 
Sturbridge Village has been the 
site of important events and key 
moments in people’s lives, and it 
has been an honor to both create 
and preserve history in so many 
ways. We’ve had to make some 
difficult decisions over the past 
several months, but each choice 
ensures that we are able to keep 
the Village strong as our region 
and our nation emerge from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

For questions about events, 
new hours, programming or vis- 
itation information, people may 
go to https://www.osv.org/plan- 
your-visit/. 

Old Sturbridge Village, first 
opened to the public in 1946, is 
one of the country’s oldest and 
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celebrating life in early New En- 
gland from 1790-1840. It is the 
largest living history museum in 
the Northeast. Each year, more 
than 250,000 visitors interact 
with costumed historians, ex- 
perience up-close demonstra- 
tions of early American trades, 
and meet heritage breed farm 
animals. Situated on 200 scenic 
acres, the Village is a collection 
of more than 40 historic build- 
ings including homes, meeting- 
houses, trade shops, working 
farms, restaurants, shops and 
three water-powered mills. 

Daily admission is $28 for 
adults, $26 for seniors, $14 for 
college students, $14 for chil- 
dren ages 4-17, with children 3 
and under admitted free. Up to 
three kids age 17 and under will 
be admitted free into the village 
this fall through Nov. 28, when 
accompanied by a paying adult. 
Admission includes free park- 
ing. Village members and season 
pass holders receive free stan- 
dard daytime admission. For 
details, people may visit https:// 
www.osv.org/plan-your-visit/. 


In keeping with the village’s booked now through 2022. largest living history museums, 
ROTARY from page 1 as well as materials donations will to Minnucci for his initiative. This 
pe help. People may send their contri- collaborative community — effort 
area. Leaders in those districts butions to Brookfields Rotary, P.O. represents “service above self” in 


have expressed interest in receiving 
shields. Donations in any amount 
will help. The materials cost per 
shield ranges from $15 to $25 de- 
pending on the quality and size of 
the plexiglass. Financial donations 
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A nurse from Aveanna Healthcare administers a free COVID-19 test outside the Bartley 
Center at Holyoke Community College. Free testing will continue through October six 


days a week. 


Holyoke Community College 
extends free COVID-19 testing 


HOLYOKE _ Free 
COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College has been 
extended until Sept 30. 

HCC has been serving as 
a “Stop the Spread” drive- 
through testing site since Aug. 
26 to help the state and the 
City of Holyoke reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. Testing 
was initially set to end on Sept. 
12 and then extended through 
Sept. 30. It has been now been 
extended through the end of 
October. 

Tests are being conducted 
outside HCC’s Bartley Center 
for Athletics and Recreation 
and administered by Fallon 
Ambulance in partnership with 
the Holyoke Board of Health 
and the Massachusetts Depart- 









mit | 
aWVABIS. 


ment of Public Health. 

Testing 1s available six days a 
week through the end of Octo- 
ber during the following hours: 

Monday 7 to 11 a.m., Tues- 
day 2-7 p.m., Wednesday 7 to 
11 am., Thursday 2-7 p.m., 
Friday 7 to 11 a.m. and Satur- 
day 7 to 11 a.m. 

Testing are conducted on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. 
There are no appointments and 
there is no cost for the tests and 
no referral is required. People 
should enter the campus from 
Homestead Avenue and follow 
the signs to M Lot, adjacent 
the Bartley Center, where in- 
car tests are being adminis- 
tered. Turnaround time for test 
results is typically four days or 
fewer. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4 


neglected to apply for benefits when he was 
eligible, Social Security wouldn't sign him up 
automatically, regardless of his age. He will 
simply not get benefits unless he applies for 
them. 

Your friend shouldn’t pay anyone to 
find out if he’s eligible for Social Security 
benefits. The answer is simply a phone call 
away by contacting the Social Security Ad- 
ministration, either at the national number, 
1.800.772.1213, or by contacting his local 
Social Security office (the local contact infor- 
mation is at www.ssa.gov/locator). Generally, 
this type of transaction can be accomplished 
over the phone. He should call Social Secur1- 
ty and tell them he wishes to apply for “So- 
cial Security Retirement Benefits.” Once they 
have his Social Security number they can tell 
immediately if he is eligible for benefits and, 
if he is, he should ask for six months retro- 
active benefits (SS will pay up to 6 months 
retroactively). 

If your friend cannot, for any reason, 
contact Social Security himself to discuss his 
situation, he can appoint someone, such as 
you, to represent him in these matters. Here 
is a link to Social Security’s rules on having 
someone represent him: www.ssa.gov/pubs/ 
EN-05-10075.pdf. You are, indeed, a good 
and faithful friend. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the So- 
cial Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit AMAC’s website amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 


rs ie a 





ut ue 








SCHOOL from page 1 


ilies. He said there were how to videos on You 
Tube. One already had 1,300 views. 

Kristin Campione, Director of Student Ser- 
vices said that some high needs students at the 
high school are attending classes five days per 
week. She said the Department of Education 
requires non-violent intervention training. This 
year it will be held at Felton Field. 

Cheryl Duval, director of administrative ser- 
vices, said the food and nutrition staff prepared 
and distributed three different meals. She said 
students left about 33% of the meals for home 
consumption at the school and only 24% of stu- 
dents participated in the school lunches. 

Athletic director, Mark Miville, said the Mid 
Wach League was offering all traditional sports 
with the exemption of football and sports would 
start Friday, Sept. 18. Miville said 180 students 
were coming out for sports. He said Quabbin was 
lucky to have a 100-acre campus. 

Evan Barringer of Teacher Advisory Council 
said teachers were thrilled to see all the children. 
He said that many teachers are concerned about 
health issues and the elementary school teachers 
were exhausted going between classes. 
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Limited attendance will 
be allowed at most high 
schools 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — High school 
athletes returned to the field for 
tryouts last Friday. The tryouts 
will continue into this week 
with games set to begin at the 
end of next week. 

Nearly all of the schools in 
Western Massachusetts, specifi- 
cally in and around the Pioneer 
Valley will be full participants 
in the Fall 1 season, which will 
feature all of the fall sports 
with the exception of football, 
cheerleading, and unified bas- 


ketball. 

There are some schools that 
have opted to defer moderate 
risk sports like girls volleyball 
and soccer to the Fall 2 season 
in late February. 

While student-athletes will 
have the opportunity to be- 
ing playing games after a six- 
month layoff from most activ- 
ity, fans will only be allowed to 
have limited participation. 

David Stratton, a member 
of the board of directors for 
the Pioneer Valley Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Conference, said 
the PVIAC has issued guidance 
and agreed that all schools in 
the membership will only allow 
for home fans at games to begin 
with. 

Stratton said it will be up to 


the individual schools to gov- 
ern how the crowds will be con- 
trolled, but all schools are only 
allowed to host fans for their 
own team. 

Those crowds will be limited 
to just 50 people, per the cur- 
rent outdoor guidelines set by 
Gov. Charlie Baker. 

In many cases, players on 
individual teams will be given a 
limited number of passes, likely 
ranging from | to 3 per person, 
and that player will be allowed 
to give those passes to family 
or friends to attend the game. 
Fans who attend the games 
must socially distance, stay 
away from the participants, and 
wear face coverings in order to 
watch the games. There also 
could be restricted areas for 


seating at game sites. 

Those fans will not be per- 
mitted to travel to away games 
and will be turned away by oth- 
er schools. 

There are a few schools, e1- 
ther due to staffing, field con- 
figuration, or other factors, 
that are not allowing any fans 
at all to games. Ware confirmed 
last Thursday there will be no 
fans allowed at games to start 
the fall season. The Ware Ath- 
letic Department is hopefully 
to develop a plan as the season 
progresses so some fans can be 
welcomed back to fields. 

The rules will be in place 
for at least the fall season, and 
Stratton said unless a specific 
school makes a more stringent 
restriction, a limited number of 


Help feature 
your student- 
athletes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
escibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is starting and Tur- 
ley Publications is looking forward to 
getting back out on the field to bring 
you the high school action for all your 
favorite teams. 

We know this fall season is 1m- 
portant to many senior athletes, who 
watched Class of 2020 lose their entire 
spring season. 

We're asking for help on this up- 
coming season in order to bring the 
best coverage we can possibly manage 
and fill our pages with names and col- 
or. 

We know that fans will be limited to 
the home crowds, but that is where you 
all come in. 

We have a limited number of staff 
to start the school year due to the pan- 
demic, and while we strive to get to as 
many games as possible, we cannot get 
to everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or even 
player, and you have information or 
photographs to share, we definitely 
want to hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our photog- 
raphers at a game, please feel free to 
send your own action photos of games 
in order to bolster our coverage. If you 
are interested in regularly submitted 
photos, please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to hear 
from anyone who reports scores, details, 
and any milestones that occur during 
this unprecedented season. Please be 
sure the information you provide us 
is accurate and check with coaches, if 
necessary, before submitting. 

We also encourage all coaches to 
submit their results and details as 
much as possible. Send any and all in- 
formation and photos for inclusion to 
sports@turley.com. 


Away fans not allowed at high school games 


fans will be allowed indoors to 
watch volleyball games as well. 

Stratton said participants 
in the contests, such as players, 
coaches, and officials, do not 
count toward the 50 restriction 
for gatherings. 

The MIAA has set an Oct. 
1 date for the start of games. 
There will be approximately 10 
to 12 contests for soccer, field 
hockey, and girls volleyball, al- 
lowing parents approximately 5 
to 6 chances to see games this 
season. 

Parents and athletes should 
check with their specific high 
school’s athletic department 
for details on that school’s fan 
rules. 


Robie clinches modified title, other crowns 
up for grabs 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — 
Trevor Bleau (Troy, NH) won 
the race Saturday night at 
Monadnock Speedway that 
had eluded him all season. 
But, while Bleau won the bat- 
tle, Brian Robie won the war. 

With Robie’s strong third- 
place outing in Saturday’s 
NHSTRA Modified main 
event, the Sunapee _ star 
clinched the 2020 track title. 
The speedway’s other four di- 
visional crowns, however, will 
all wait to be decided on the 
final day of the season. 

Bleau, the runner-up a 
week earlier, was one of three 
first-of-the-season feature 
winners Saturday. On the 
fourteenth event of the sum- 
mer, Emerson Cayer (Con- 
toocook, NH) and C.J. John- 
son (Keene, NH) also earned 
their first victory laps of the 
year. 

While Cayer made easy 
work of scoring Saturday’s 
50-lap NHSTRA Battle for 
The Belt Mini Stock feature, 
Gordon Farnum — a six-time 
2020 feature winner — cruised 
quietly to a fifth-place finish 
and, with it, the champion- 
ship of the multi-track Belt 
series. 

Cameron Houle and 
Bleau raced under a blan- 
ket for the first ten laps of 
the Modified go-round, with 
Bleau then using the low 
groove to take command and 
never look back. Ben Byrne, 
needing desperately to make 
up big ground on Robie, got 
up for second on lap 25 but 
had nothing more for Bleau. 

Robie, charging from row 
five, swiped third from Houle 


on the final corner of the 
40-lapper; more than enough 
to clinch the 2020 Modified 
crown. He is currently fourth 
nationally in NASCAR Divi- 
sion | points. 

Eleven-time LMS winner 
Aaron Fellows left Saturday’s 
feature on the hook before 
a lap had been completed, 
the victim of someone else’s 
blunder. That gave Rob- 
ert Hagar (Windsor, VT) a 
chance to close the champi- 
onship points battle entering 
the season finale, and Hagar 
took full advantage of the 
opening. 

Hagar stormed past Jus- 
tin Littlkewood on lap two 
and roared off to his second 
win of the summer. Teen star 
Camdyn Curtis equaled his 
season’s best in the runner-up 
slot, and Littlewood came 
home third. 

In the Mini Stock 50-lap- 
per, Cayer took the lead from 
Nathan Wenzel on lap 12 
and quickly social-distanced 
himself from the pack to 
score his first Monadnock 
win of the summer. Louie 
Maher, the 2019 track titlist, 
was second, but had nothing 
for Cayer. Wenzel, strong in 
third, went home 20 points 
behind Farnum. 

Jeff Asselin, seventh on 
the night, stayed out of trou- 
ble to leapfrog Jake Puchal- 
ski for top 2020 Mini Stock 
rookie honors, taking a two- 
point advantage in that com- 
petition into next Saturday’s 
season finale. Gordon Far- 
num (Fitzwilliam, NH) won 
the 2020 Mini Stock Battle 
for the Belt Championship. 


mor 








SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Belchertown’s Chris Buffone captured the street stock event. 


The hard-charging Curtis 
twins, Jaret and Chase, came 
into Saturday’s Street Stock 
feature tied atop the points 
parade. Number three man 
Chris Buffone (Belchertown, 
Ma) needed a statement run 
to keep his championship 
hopes alive, and he accom- 
plished exactly that. 

Rocketing into the lead on 
lap two, Buffone sailed to his 
third win of the summer, get- 
ting the job done with his un- 
cle, Tommy O’Sullivan, glued 
to his bumper. Last season’s 
top gun, Dave Greenslit, was 
strong in third and, at the end 
of the night, Chase Curtis 
went home two points ahead 
of brother Jaret, with Buf- 
fone still in the hunt, 28 back. 

Firing from row three, C.J. 
Johnson took control of the 
Pure Stock feature on lap 
three and then checked out 
on the field to score his first 
win of the summer. Chris 
Davis, needing to make big 
inroads on points leader 
Mike Douglas, took second 
on lap five but, with Doug- 
las quickly pulling up to his 
bumper, could make only a 


minimal gain. 

Douglas enters next Sat- 
urday’s Championship Night 
event 36 points ahead of Da- 
vis, who, still mathematically 
alive in the title hunt, is the 
only 2019 champion capable 
of repeating that success. 

Monadnock Speedway 
will conclude its pandem- 
ic-abbreviated 2020 racing 
season when it hosts its an- 
nual Championship Night 
races — with four divisional 
crowns still undecided, and 
many extras scheduled - next 
Saturday, September 26. Post 
time for that event is 2 p.m. 


MONADNOCK 
SPEEDWAY SEPTEMBER 
19 RESULTS: 


Pure Stocks - CJ Johnson, 
Chris Davis, Mike Doug- 
las, Dylan Adams, Jimmy 
Zellman, Cory Lofland, JD 
Stockwell, Nick Houle, Jake 
Bosse, Jason Leray, Tucker 
Houle, Ryan Lawliss, Matt 
Lambert, Trevor Carey, 
Brandon Lavoie 
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Regional sports return 





Youth soccer in the Roots Athletic League got underway with action starting Saturday, Sept. 19. Teams from Granby, Southwick, Agawam, Belcher- 
town, South Hadley, and Wilbraham were all in action through the Pioneer Valley. With all sports restarting with limited action, Turley Publications 
welcomes any and all information about whatever sports your youth are participating in. Please submit photos and games results or other infor- 


mation to sports@turley.com. 


Payouts, rules revealed for ‘World Series’ 


THOMPSON, Conn. — Amer- 
ican-Canadian Tour (ACT) and 
Pro All Stars Series (PASS) offi- 
cials have announced the purse 
structure, rules, and other infor- 
mation for a trio of open shows at 
the 58th World Series of Speedway 
Racing. High-paying single-day 
events are planned for the Tour- 
type Modifieds, 350 Small Block 
Super Modifieds, and ACT-type 
Late Models on the Saturday por- 
tion of the 18-division card. 

World Series promoters Cris Mi- 
chaud and Tom Mayberry have 
posted more than $26,000 in 
awards for the Tour-Type Modi- 
fied Open on Saturday, October 
10. Whoever triumphs in the 75-lap 
main event will cash a $5,000 win- 
ner’s check. Everyone who takes 
the green flag receives a minimum 
of $500 to start. 

The event is open to cars that fit 
the rule sets of the Modified Racing 
Series, Race of Champions Mod- 
ifieds, Tri-Track Open Modified 
Series, or Stafford Open Series. 
SK Modifieds may also compete 
using any carburetor. The entry fee 
is $50 for entries postmarked by 
October 1 and $100 for entries sent 
after that date. 

All entrants are required to run 
Hoosier 1320 tires on the left side 
and Hoosier 1330 tires on the right 
side. These tires must be purchased 
at the track from Hoosier Tire East. 
Teams may register up to six tires 
and need to have four registered 
tires on the car for both qualifying 


and the feature. 

Both the 50-lap ACT-Type Late 
Model Open and the 30-lap 350 Su- 
per Modified Open will pay $2,000 
to win and $300 to start. The Late 
Model feature has just over $14,000 
in total awards while the 350 Su- 
per Modified feature offers nearly 
$13,000 in posted awards based on 
a 30-car starting field. 

The Late Model event will 
use American-Canadian Tour and 
Thompson Late Model rules. The 
ACT rule set can be found at www. 
acttour.com/rules(link 1s external). 
Tires for the event must be pur- 
chased at the track on race day. 

Small Block Super Modified 
cars must follow Oswego Speed- 
way and Star Speedway rules in- 
cluding the engine rules. Teams will 
have a two different tire options. 
They can run Hoosier 10-inch 
1057 tires on three corners with 
the Hoosier 1060 on the right rear 
or American Racer EC-83 tires on 
three corners with the American 
Racer EC-84 on the right rear. 

Teams that choose the Hoosier 
option must buy tires at the track 
from Hoosier Tire East. For the 
American Racer option, teams 
can register up to six tires at $25 
each. Four of the six registered 
tires must be on the car at the fea- 
ture’s conclusion. 

The full payouts and other infor- 
mation that has been announced 
for all World Series open events 
can be found at www.thompson- 
speedway.com, Wwww.acttour.com/ 


thompson-speedway(link is ex- 
ternal), or www.proallstarsseries. 
com(link is external). Entry forms 
for the Tour-Type Modified Open 
and 350 Super Modified Open are 
also available on these websites. 

A 25-lap open event for 8-cylin- 
der Street Stocks is also slated for 
the first day of the World Series on 
Friday, October 9. The rules and 
payout for this event are expected 
to be released by the end of the 
week. 

Apart from the Late Models, 
purses for Thompson Speedway’s 
local divisions will be the same as 
at the Thompson 150 on Septem- 
ber 3. This includes a $1,500 win- 
ner’s purse for the 30-lap Sunoco 
Modified feature, $350 payouts for 
the Limited Sportsman and SK 
Light Modified winners, and $200 
for whomever triumphs in the Mini 
Stock feature. Each purse structure 
is posted on Thompson Speedway, 
ACT, and PASS websites. 

Advance tickets for the 
58th World Series of Speed- 
way Racing are now- on 
sale at  https://happsnow.com/ 
event/Thompson-Speedway-Mo- 
torsports-Park-YHPQ(link is ex- 
ternal). A three-day general ad- 
mission pass 1s $55 for adults and 
$15 for kids ages 12 and under. 
Grandstand attendance is limited 
to 25 percent of capacity per state 
requirements. Pit admission is $75 
per person for a three-day pass. Pit 
pass sales will be at the track on 
race day only. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


' \ Access archives and 
/ digital tear sheets by 
J newspaper title. 


MIAA announces 
partnership with 
‘kindness partner’ 


FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association (MIAA) is proud to 
announce a partnership with Choose To Be Nice 
(CTBN) as the Official Kindness Partner of the 
MIAA. This first-of-its kind partnership amplifies 
the message that sports and kindness are intricate- 
ly connected, both on and off the field. 

“Choose To Be Nice’s message of kindness lines 
up perfectly with the MIAA’s values.” said Bill 
Gaine, Executive Director of MIAA. “Spreading 
kindness is a choice all of our stakeholders — stu- 
dent athletes, coaches, school administrators and 
more — can agree on. We are excited about help- 
ing to bring the message of kindness to the MIAA 
community.” 

Choose To Be Nice offers a wide array of tools 
and programs to help schools, companies and or- 
ganizations build and sustain a lasting culture of 
kindness. The MIAA/CTBN partnership will put 
the issue of kindness front and center on and off 
the playing field and come to life through a num- 
ber of creative initiatives. 

“We're over the moon to be working with 
MIAA to help bring a very simple, but power- 
ful message of choice and kindness to the entire 
MIAA community of student athletes, coaches, 
administrators and families” said Dina Creiger, 
Founder of Choose To Be Nice. “We look forward 
to working with MIAA to infuse a lasting culture 
of kindness throughout the MIAA community 
and to help make a meaningful impact on and off 
the playing field.” 

About Choose To Be Nice: Headquartered in 
Needham, MA, Choose To Be Nice 1s a social en- 
terprise dedicated to building communities where 
kindness, empathy, inclusion, and appreciation for 
others prevail and where people thrive through 
meaningful connections with others at home, in 
school, at work and in our communities. They of- 
fer social and emotional learning (SEL) programs 
for schools, companies and organizations and ap- 
parel and merchandise all sporting the Choose To 
Be Nice message. For more information, please 
visit www.choosetobenice.com. 
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Late Model Sportsman - Robert Hagar, Cam- 
dyn Curtis, Justin Littelwood, John Meany, James 
Beck, Nancy Muni-Ruot, Chris Balls, Cole Lit- 
tlewood, Dan Comeau, Ronald Laperche, Aaron 
Fellows, Tyler Lescord (DNS) 


Mini Stocks - Emerson Cayer, Louie Maher, 
Nathan Wenzel, Kevin Cormier, Gordon Farnum, 
Pat Houle, Jeff Asselin, Tim Leblanc, Bill Chaffee, 
Jake Puchalski, Kevin McKnight, Ray King, Dan 
Sweeney, Kevin Clayton, Matt Sonnhalter, David 
Thibodeau (DNS) 


Mini Stock Battle for the Belt Champion - Gor- 
don Farnum 


Street Stocks - Chris Buffone, Tommy O’Sulli- 
van, Dave Greenslit, Mike Radzuik, Chase Curtis, 
Jaret Curtis, Hillary Renaud, Ed Brehio III, Rob- 
bie Streeter, Tim Wenzel, Bryan Granger, Paul 
Barnard (DNS) 


NHSTRA Modifieds - Trevor Bleau, Ben By- 
re, Brian Robie, Cameron Houle, Brian Chapin, 
Russ Hersey, Todd Patnode, Matt Kimball, Kim 
Rivet, Scott MacMichael, Solomon Brow, Andy 
Major, Eric Leclair, Kevin Pittsinger, Jason Houle, 
Brad Zahensky, Cory Plummer 


VISIT 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TY Finda quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
» public notice web site to search all notices in 
\ ) Massachusetts newspapers. 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Cheryl Orne promoted to deposit 
operations manager 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
North Brookfield Savings Bank an- 
nounces the recent promotion of Cheryl 
Orne to deposit operations manager of 
the bank’s operations department. 

“We are happy to have 
Cheryl grow with North 
Brookfield Savings Bank 
with this well-deserved pro- 
motion,’ said North Brook- 
field Savings Bank senior vice 
president Patty Ostrout. “Her 
on going dedication to pro- 
viding our customers with the 
best service and digital bank- 
ing options, along with her 
extensive banking knowledge 
and her support of her coworkers, make 
her the perfect fit for this position man- 
aging the operations department. We 
know she will continue to contribute to 
the overall success of the ank” 

Cheryl Orne of North Brookfield 
will be responsible for overseeing the 
day to day functions of the Operations 
Department and managing the opera- 
tions team. She will be responsible for 
the continued smooth operation of the 
deposit and electronic banking services 
to ensure ease-of-use and complete cus- 
tomer satisfaction. This includes valu- 
able and vital services such as NBSB’s 
Online Banking, Mobile Banking app 
and ATM/Debit card services, among 
others. She will use research and inno- 
vation to keep North Brookfield Sav- 
ings Bank at the forefront of digital 
technology, allowing customers access 
to competitive digital financial services. 
Orne will work closely with the senior 
vice president of retail banking and re- 
tail staff to create efficiencies between 
the departments. 


STCC from page 2 


New York City. She is a Canto- 
Mundo Fellow, former Women of 
the World Poetry Slam Champion 
and National Association of Lati- 
no Arts & Cultures grant recipient. 
‘Oct. 19, 2 p.m., Blair Imani, his- 
torian, advocate and activist. She is 
the author of two historical books, 
“Modern HERstory: Stories of 
Women and Nonbinary People Re- 
writing History” and “Making Our 
Way Home: The Great Migration 
and The Black American Dream.” 
The Diversity Speaker & Per- 
formance Series, coordinated by 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
brings a global array of speakers 
and performers to campus. The se- 
ries features unique and artistic vi- 
sual experiences for its audience as 
well as creates an on-going dialogue 
around topics of race, diversity, eq- 
uity, education and cultural appro- 
priation. Open to the public, free of 
charge, the series 1s legendary in the 
Greater Springfield Community. 
Founded in 1967 and located on 
35 acres of the Springfield Armory 
National Historic Site, STCC is a 
major resource for the economic 
vitality of Western Massachusetts. 
As the only technical community 
college in Massachusetts, STCC 
offers a variety of career programs 
in the state. STCC’s highly regard- 
ed transfer programs in business, 
advanced manufacturing, health- 
care, liberal arts, and STEM fields 
continue to provide very affordable 
options for students pursuing a 
four-year degree. The college has an 
annual enrollment of about 7,000 
day, evening, weekend, and online 
students. 
For more information about 
STCC, visit www.stcc.edu. 





Cheryl Orne 


Orne most recently served North 
Brookfield Savings Bank as branch op- 
erations manager where she was respon- 
sible for managing internal reporting 
tools, managing the bank’s supply ware- 
housing system, maintaining, 
updating and implementing 
procedures and forms, pro- 
viding training for retail staff, 
among other duties. 

Orne is a seasoned bank- 
er with more than 16 years of 
professional community bank- 
ing experience within multiple 
departments and positions. She 
takes great pride in working for 
a local, community bank that 
focuses on the importance of customer 
care and community support. 

“T am very happy for this recogni- 
tion and look forward to utilizing my 
previous experience working in both 
back-end operations and front-facing 
retail banking support to provide our 
customers with the very best banking 
experience,” said deposit operations 
manager Cheryl Orne. “I am committed 
to keeping North Brookfield Savings 
Bank competitive, to give our customers 
access to the latest cutting edge digital 
banking services and features.” 

People may reach Cheryl Orne to 
discuss North Brookfield Savings Bank 
deposit accounts or their consumer 
lending needs at 508-637-740 or email 
corne@BankNBSB.com. NMLS ID# 
1854125. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank is a 
mutual savings bank with full-service 
branches in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer and Three Rivers 
Village of Palmer. 
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CLUES ACROSS 


1. Emaciation 
6. Million barrels per 
day (abbr.) 


9. Light dry-gap bridge 


system (abbr.) 
13. Anatomical term 
14. Tropical starchy 
tuberous root 
15. Jewish calendar 
month 


16. Round Dutch cheese 


17. Western Pacific 
republic 

18. List of foods 

19. It can strike the 
ground 

21. Drenches 

22. 90me are cole 

23. Squad 

24. Expresses emotion 

25. One point east of 
due south 

28. Satisfaction 


29. Holds nothing back 


31. Top of the body 
33. Not well-liked 
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36. Did slowly 

38. Greek goddess of 
the dawn 

39. Gland secretion 

41. Vital to existence 

44. Aristocratic young 
women 

45. Erik __, composer 

46. Not young 

48. Jewish term for 
“Sir” 

49. Secondary school 

51.__ student: learns 
to heal 

52. Regarding 

54. Highly excited 

56. Mainly 

60. Thin, narrow piece 
of wood 

61. Cakes 

62. Biomedical nonprofit 

63. Dried-up 

64. One who is symbolic 
of something 

65. Body part 

66. Muslim ruler 

67. Women from 


O1 
No 


.¢) 


ay, September 25, 2020 PAGE 9 


10 11 12 


oO) Ol IN — — 
Ol aN WO 
Ol ie) N 
foe) O1 aS 


oO £ 
© fo) 


Mayflower 26. It may be green 
68. Notes 2/. Makes less severe 
29. One from Beantown 
30. Cavalry sword 
32. Metric linear unit 
34. Hawaiian dish 
35. Yokel 
37. Dissuade 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Not us 

2. Helper 

3. Bleat 

4. Type of chair 

5, Jr.’s father 40. Mutual savings bank 

6. Necessary for certain 42. Caesar, 
beverages comedian 

7. Hillside 43. Primordial matters 

8. Dutch painter Gerrit 47. We all have it 

49.Hermann _, author 
of “Siddhartha” 

50. Historic MA coastal 
city 

52. Shady garden 
alcove 

53. Small amount 

55. Horse-drawn cart 

56. Nocturnal rodent 

57. Spiritual leader 

58. Air mattress 

59. Speaks incessantly 

61. Auction term 

65. Atomic #62 


9. Gave a new look 

10. Ancient Greek City 

11. Confidence trick 

12. Type of fund 

14. From an Asian island 

17. Malay boat 

20. Western Australia 
indigenous people 

21. Cluster on underside 
of fern frond 

23. You need it to get 
somewhere 

25. The woman 





: Community 
: Holiday Events 


Event Should Be Non-Profit 
& Open to the Public 


FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 


200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley 


Event Name 
Date/Time 


Location 


Description 


Cost 





Contact name & phone number for more information 


Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper. 
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| 


CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO: 
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


or email* them to: jamie@turley.com 
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email. 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





\ANTIQUE AND PERIOD 
CHAIRS - Restored with new woven 
seats — Many styles and weaves avail- 
able. Call (413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


KENNEL PANELS and doors (chain 
link) 10x6 6x6 and 4x6 with brackets. 
Kennel decks 2x4 (508) 867-9734 
leave message. 


Used Radial Arm Saw with moveable 
carriage. Includes 5 used saw blades 
and manual. Call (413)658-8535 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


LJ MasterCard 





MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 





STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2**xxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 








2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)289-6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: = QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
or Call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 
Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price 
$36.00 





Phone; —_ 
State: Zip: 
X perweekrate=$ 
UVISA Discover Cash Check# 
__Exp.Date. OV ne Se. 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 






HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 4} 


EASTHAMPTON 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 














LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 





WALES { HOLLAND 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Addasecond ZONE 10,00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: S 
Add athird ZONE _*5.00 
Subtotal =: 


suburb 
x Number of Weeks = 


TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape Design/ Mainte- 
nance 

Patio’s, Walkways, Retaining walls 
New Lawn Installation/ Aerating/ Over- 
seeding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


Visit us at 


www. 


turley 


com 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex. 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinda- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 

RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 

ARBORIST POSTION OPEN! In 
search of an employee with tree work 
experience. Must have a drivers li- 
cense, good work ethic and positive 
attitude. Pay based on experience, 
work ethic and qualifications. Individu- 
al would be working in a positive work 
environment and with top of the line 
equipment. Required to have climbing/ 


bucket truck experience. Please call 
(413) 478-4212 


PER DIEM EMPLOYMENT Warren 
Parks and Rec Department is accept- 
ing applications for per diem employ- 
ment to perform duties to appropriately 
maintain town properties (including but 
not limited to seasonal tasks, grounds 
keeping, maintenance, painting and 
tasks assigned by the commissioners.) 
Applications available at www.war- 
ren-ma.gov. Mail application to War- 
ren Parks and Recreation, PO BOX 
609, Warren, Ma 01083. Deadline is 
10/15/2020. The Town of Warren is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


TOWN OF PALMER - CLERK III - 
BOARD OF HEALTH OFFICE The 
Town of Palmer seeks a qualified can- 
didate for the Board of Health’s Office. 
Recommended qualifications: 
Working knowledge of town opera- 
tions, office equipment and operation 
of computer software Ability to com- 
municate effectively and efficiently, 
verbally and in writing, to work effec- 
tively under time constraints to meet 
deadlines. Maintain effective working 
relationships with the general public. 
Performs related duties and responsi- 
bilities as required. Provides informa- 
tion on policies, programs, services 
offered, license and permit applica- 
tion procedures, and similar matter to 
public and others outside the agency 
or Office. Assists in complying with de- 
partmental requirements by explaining 
forms, data needs, timetables, fees, 
etc. For full job description, please go 
to | www.townofpalmer.com/employ- 
mentopportunities 

PT, 20 hour per week benefitted union 
position with a starting hourly rate of 
$18.40 per hour. 

Send resume to: Ryan McNutt, Town 
Manager, 4417 Main St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or rmcnutt @townofpalmer.com 


Kitchen Utility Workers Needed 


Eagle Hill School, a private boarding school for high 
school students, is seeking full and part time kitchen 
Staff to primarily assist in cleanup and serving. Staff 
will ensure the cleanliness and sanitization of dishes, 
tableware, glassware, pots, pans, and utensils through 
manual and machine cleaning methods. Ability to work 
in a team environment, independently with minimal 
supervision. Must be flexible regarding scheduling, 
including nights, weekends, and/or holidays as 
needed. Successful completion of background checks 
is required. Physical requirements: Able to lift, push. 
And pull up to 30 lbs.; Able to repetitively bend, 
stretch, twist, etc.; Able to stand for long periods of 
time; Able to work in a high humidity environment. If 
interested, call Kathey Stone-Johnson, 413-477-6122. 


TOWN OF PALMER - CLERK III 
- TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE 
The Town of Palmer seeks a qualified 
candidate for the Tax Collector’s Office. 
Recommended qualifications: 
Knowledge of legal controls, methods 
and procedures of municipal finance. 
Working knowledge of town opera- 
tions, office equipment and operation 
of computer software (Munis experi- 
ence preferred.) Ability to communi- 
cate effectively and efficiently, verbally 
and in writing, to work effectively under 
time constraints to meet deadlines. 
Maintain effective working relation- 
ships with the general public, banking 
institutions, real estate professionals, 
lawyers and other town employees. 
Receive and reconcile tax collections 
and prepare bank deposits. Deposit 
checks via remote deposit. Performs 
related duties and responsibilities as 
required. Excellent customer service 
and interpersonal skills, aptitude for 
numbers and details, excellent orga- 
nizational, planning and analytical 
skills. Ability to be bonded. For full job 
description please go to www.townof- 
palmer.com/employmentopportunities 
FT, 32.5 benefitted, union position 
with a starting hourly rate of $18.40 
per hour. 

Send resume to: Ryan McNutt, Town 
Manager, 4417 Main St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or rmcnutt @townofpalmer.com 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 






Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES |. 









QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 








MONDAY 


HILLTOVVNS 
AT NOON 


es uS IN ESdS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature Coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that Coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please email 


ekennedy@turley.com. 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION 





www.turley.com 





WATER/SEWER OPERATOR The 
town of Monson is seeking a full-time 
Water/Sewer Operator to provide tech- 
nical work to operate and maintain the 
water and sewer systems. License 
requirements include Massachusetts 
CDL Class B Driver's, Hoisting 2A, D-2 
and T-1 Certified Operator of Drinking 
Water Facilities. 10 days paid vacation 
after 90 days continuous employment, 
salary min $22.60 max $28.23 
Contact the Monson Water & Sewer 
Dept. at tel. (413) 267-4130, fax (413) 
267-4106, or e-mail monsonws @ mon- 
son-ma.gov. 

Completed applications must be re- 
ceived at the Monson Water & Sewer 
Department, 198WD Main Street, P.O. 
Box 388, Monson, MA 01057 before 
3:30 p.m. October 9, 2020 

This Institution is an equal opportunity 
employer. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fi, off-street 
parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


¢ Heat and hot water included 
e Ample Closets 

¢ Fully Applianced 

¢ Community Room 

e Laundry Facilities 


¢ Cats Welcome 


e Extra Storage 
e 24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





Studio for rent. Private home. Park- 
ing. Utilities included. Air conditioned. 
Walking distance to stores. Jean (781) 
315-2936 


WARE 2 BEDROOM (si Floor W/D 
hook up. Off street parking, storage 
space, rubbish removal. F/L/S No pets. 
$800.00 per/month (413) 244-9874 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
dupjport out comet 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Nobody dreams 
of having 
multiple sclerosis 


Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them. 


Multiple sclerosis is a 
devastating disease of the 
central nervous system 
where the body's immune 
system attacks the insulation 
Surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever. 


To help make the dream 
of ending MS come true, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org. 


TAS 


National 
Multiple Sclerosis 
Society 





- public notice 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the 
provisions of MGL Chapter 
40A, Section 5, the West 
Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing 
in the Town Hall, Lower 
Level Meeting Room —2 East 
Main Street, West Brookfield 
at 7:05 PM, on Monday 
October 5th 2020, to con- 
sider proposed amendments 
to the Town’s Zoning Bylaw, 
Section 3.28 Solar Energy 
Facilities, as petitioned by 
the Board of Selectmen. 


The proposal would 
amend the following seven 
items: Adding to Section 
3.28.1 limiting the num- 
ber of solar facilities in the 
Town to 6; Adding to Section 
3.28.8.D new paragraphs 
2, 3 and 4 regarding insur- 
ance requirements; Adding 
to Section 3.28.10.C Design 
Standards regarding “solar 
trees” and battery boxes; 
Deleting from Section 
3.28.17.B on Financial 
Surety and replacing it with 
new language on Financial 
Surety; Adding to Section 
3.28.17.C; Adding to Section 
3.28.17.C; and Adding to 
Section 3.28.17.D amend- 


ments pertaining to Special 
Permit and decommissioning 
of solar field. 

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on these 
zoning proposals should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. The full text of 
the proposed zoning amend- 
ments and the existing zon- 
ing bylaw may be reviewed 
at the Town Clerk’s Office, 
2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
by appointment. 

Rebekah DeCourcey 
Chairperson 
9/18, 9/25/2020 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - 





NORTH BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE 
Cheryl Orne promoted Federated church 
p9 pumpkin patch p9 


Volume 13, Number 48 
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Away fans not allowed Sports 
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Friday, September 25, 2020 
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CONNECTION 





WE HAVE MORE APPLIANCES 
IN STOCK THAN ANYONE ELSE! 


DEHUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK ¢ FREEZERS IN STOCK 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


OY FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 


erg Male 140 Main St, Spencer FQ8,885.9343 
“Go To WHITCOSALES.cCOmM 

































355-357 MAIN STREET 
GILBERTVILLE/HARDWICK - eae 000 


4) 2 Family in Gilbertville section 

of Hardwick. Both units are 
» occupied. This is a great location (ie 
for commuters to Worcester fe 
\ or Springfield! Each unit has 4 je 
bedrooms and plenty of storage area. ~ 
Separate utilities for each unit. If you are looking for an investment 

property here is your opportunity! 

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 

1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


Century 21 
North East 
109 West St., Ware 


















WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 
Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand © Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt © Chip Stone 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


} UE OR = TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! ; 
98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

508-885-6100 

508-885-2480 
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Special Purchase 3M 
Worktunes Headphones 
Bluetooth Technology 


Lets you listen to music and answer 
your phone at the same time 
without taking off your earphones 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 


2240 Main Street (Y 


West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413- 436- 5900 


PIZZA! 


THERE’S NO BETTER 
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TASTING ROOM OPEN! 


RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS 


Open Daily 10-6 ¢ 508-867-2187 
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield 
www.raggedhill.com 


Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 

to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. to 

Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd. 
> 
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WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


WE'RE LOCAL! 
¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com 


Support Your 
Hometown Businesses 


SHOP LOCAL 
TOTAL 





TIME TO ADVERTISE 


‘bok: Siaiey MARKET COVERAGE 


wy 
Whether you’re a _— _ iH< =S 


long-standing customer, 
or someone looking for a Sev mani omic oan eae 

















| Set for Monday 


guaranteed advertising B 
market, increase your SARE GAZETTE 
exposure for two — 
consecutive weeks in the Hewat Jol benefits t | Hubbardston STM 


Barre Gazette 


Barre ¢ Petersham 
Hubbardston ¢ Oakham e Rutland 


Publication Dates: 


October 1 
& October 8 


fe ales 
‘See HARVEST FEST, page 7 


The Barre Gazette will be directly 
mailed to over 8,000 households for 
two consecutive weeks! 


Advertising Deadlines: 




















September 28 
& October 5 
‘Turley® Call Tim today at 
- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 978-355-2254 





OPEN 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8AM-7PM 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 





EXIT Real Estate Executives Beet 8 —_ ee 
MIXED USE COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL HOLLAND - $574,900 
WATERFRONT PROPERTY ON HAMILTON RESERVOIR! Custom built contemporary cape with 
views from every room! The large open floor plan offers a high end custom built kitchen with 
white ceiling height cabinets, stainless appliances, double wall oven, cook top, Ig center island 
w/ beautiful pendant lights and granite counter tops! Huge open living room with vaulted ceilings, 
french doors and large windows overlooking the water! The 1st floor bedroom has access into 

a large custom built bathroom with an oversized tiled shower and laundry! The second floor has 
an impressive sized loft overlooking the water and 2 huge bedrooms with private bathrooms! 
Hardwoods though out, radiant heating and so much more! The large lot has a huge garage with 
a workshop, space for an office, a10’ high door & 8’ door! Private boat ramp, plenty of room for 
parking & boat storage and plenty of space for multiple docks! Formerly the Holland Marina! 


—— The Michelle Terry Team 508-202-0008 


YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
ye We mii) Cots] (=m nersle 
=] ele) ¢i(-)(e mm, /+ Wm em bol 0] >) 


Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 


www.michelleterry.net 


call MichelleTerry 
@ 508-735-8744 


Broker/Owner 


rr Hamilton Reservoir - Seasonal catage 
| Water View- Deeded Water Rights 
2 Bedroom - 1 Bathroom 
Open Floor Plan - Balcony 
Finished Lower Level Walk-Out 
Patio - Outdoor Shower - Shed 


BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING [QR 
Y) cowowent cancer ~=STEWART & STEWART a 
413-387-8608 — 


parr tcl 3 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


ae 





SAND Be GRAVEL co 
Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


=) WV me oley- Wale), 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, 


MA 
me) S| 508. 867. or Tole] ee 











Pick Your 
Own Apples! 
Call the Farm! 








VISIT THE FARM FOR: 3 Fe 

eHoney* Cheese =| O FREE 

e Jams © Early Apples oh 2 oo 

e Maple Syrup ider Donuts 


| WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE 
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY ,, 


YolEptalelm(efer-m ateor-(e mm a’ F-) a go) AN 
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs 
(@yel-1 am hel-lastic) olan! 


' a Be EC > rs ct oy ae 


LV VAV VAY. VA o} ag —\—- > 4-1 F-l alek-seo) got at-i ge r-mete) sa! 








FRESH 
SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 
GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 


